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SUBJECT: BEGIN'S STATEMENT ON F-15 SALE TO SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: RIYADH 118 

1 . FEBRUARY 16 "WASHINGTON POST" CARRIES ARTICLE WITH 
LEAD "PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM BEGIN DENOUNCED THE U.S. 
DECISION TO SELL MODERN WAR PLANES TO EGYPT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA AS AN "OBSTACLE" TO PEACE TALKS YESTERDAY..." 

2. ARTICLE LATER STATES QUOTE BEGIN SAID ISRAEL HAS 
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LEARNED THAT SAUDI ARABIA HAD ALREADY PROMISED INTERNAL 
QUOTE A CERTAIN ARAB STATE CLOSE INTERNAL QUOTE TO PUT 
SAUDI ARMS AT ITS DISPOSAL IN CASE OF WAR WITH ISRAEL 
AND THAT THE SALE OF F-15S, INTERNAL QUOTE THE MOST 
ADVANCED PLANES ON EARTH CLOSE INTERNAL QUOTE TO SAUDI 
ARABIA WOULD TURN SAUDI ARABIA INTO INTERNAL QUOTE AN 
ABSOLUTE AND IMMEDIATE CONFRONTATION STATE CLOSE INTERNAL 
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QUOTE. BEGIN DID NOT IDENTIFY THE INTERNAL QUOTE CERTAIN 
ARAB STATE CLOSE INTERNAL QUOTE BUT, ACCORDING TO 
ISRAELI ARMY RADIO, HE WAS REFERRING TO EGYPT. OFFICIALS 
HERE WERE UNWILLING TO SAY HOW OR WHEN ISRAEL HAD GOTTEN 
THIS INFORMATION. CLOSE QUOTE. 

3. YOU SHOULD BRING BEGIN'S STATEMENT AS QUOTED BY 
"WASHINGTON POST" TO SAG'S ATTENTION MAKING THE FOLLOWING 
POINTS: 

- AS WE PROCEED WITH THE F-15 SALE THERE WILL 
INEVITABLY BE ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING SAUDI INTENTIONS 
REGARDING THE USE OF THE AIRCRAFT. 

- UNDER SECRETARY BENSON (REFTEL) IN CALLING ATTENTION 
TO NEED FOR SUPPORTING EFFORT BY SAG HAS NOTED CON 
GRESSIONAL DEBATE WILL BE DISAGREEABLE. WE ARE PLEASED 
THAT FAHD HAS PROMISED SAG WILL NOT BE FAZED BY DEBATES. 

- WHILE WE ARE NOT SUGGESTING THAT SAG RESPOND TO EVERY 
CRITICISM OR ALLEGATION, THERE ARE OCCASIONS WE WILL 
NEED SAUDI COOPERATION TO CLARIFY CERTAIN 

AREAS CONCERNING THE SALE AND SAUDIS WILL APPRECIATE 
THAT QUESTION OF POSSIBLE TRANSFER OF SAUDI F-15S IS 
A PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE ISSUE. 
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- WE KNOW THAT THE SAG HAS GIVEN NUMEROUS GENERALIZED 
STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT TO THE ARAB CAUSE. WE KNOW TOO 
THAT THE SAG FULLY UNDERSTANDS THE PROHIBITION AGAINST 
TRANSFER OF U.S. ORIGIN WEAPONS SOLD UNDER FOREIGN 
MILITARY SALES WITHOUT U.S. APPROVAL. 

IN THIS CONTEXT WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE SAG'S REACTIONS 
TO BEGIN'S STATEMENT. 

- WHILE NOT SUGGESTING AT THIS TIME THAT THE SAG ISSUE 
A PUBLIC STATEMENT, WE NEED TO BE ABLE TO GIVE THE 
CONGRESS RENEWED ASSURANCES THAT THE SAG INTENDS TO USE 
THE F-15 FOR ITS OWN DEFENSE AND IN CONFORMITY WITH U.S. 

LAW GOVERNING FOREIGN MILITARY SALES. 

4. FYI: AMB ALIREZA IS RECOMMENDING THAT SAG ROYAL 
BUREAU ISSUE A FIRM DENIAL THAT SAG PLANS TO TRANSFER 
ANY U.S. -ORIGIN EQUIPMENT TO THIRD COUNTRIES OR (RE- 
FERRING TO ANOTHER CHARGE) THAT SAG INTENDS TO HIRE 
MERCENARIES TO OPERATE ITS EQUIPMENT. VANCE 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, PRESS CONFERENCES, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 17feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE042372 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JRCOUNTRYMAN 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780073-0235 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780240/aaaabhkq.tel 

Line Count: 114 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 2ee1a2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 78 RIYADH 118 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3557831 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BEGINVS STATEMENT ON F-1 5 SALE TO SAUDI ARABIA 
TAGS: MASS, SA, (BEGIN, MENAHEM) 

To: JIDDA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/2ee1a2d4-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



